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FEMISE, the Forum Euroméditerranéen des Instituts de Sciences
Economiques, is a Euro-Mediterranean network of over 100
economic and social research institutes from both shores of the
Mediterranean. Established in Marseille, France, in 2005 as an NGO,
FEMISE promotes dialogue on economic and social policies to foster
cooperation and mutual benefit between Europe and its
Mediterranean partners. Coordinated by the Economic Research
Forum (ERF) in Egypt, FEMISE focuses on strengthening research
capacity, fostering public-private dialogue, disseminating research
findings, and building partnerships to support regional collaboration
and sustainable development.

About IEMed
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1989, is a think-and-do tank focused on Euro-Mediterranean
relations. Guided by the Euro-Mediterranean Partnership (EMP),
European Neighbourhood Policy (ENP), and Union for the
Mediterranean (UFM), it  promotes cooperation, mutual
understanding, and intercultural dialogue to build a shared space of
peace, stability, and prosperity. IEMed is a consortium of the Catalan
Government, the Spanish Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the EU, and the
Barcelona City Council, with contributions from civil society through
its Board of Trustees and Advisory Council.
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INTRODUCTION
& CONTEXT

The FEMISE 20th Anniversary celebration marked a significant
milestone in the history of the Forum Euro-Méditerranéen des Instituts
de Sciences Economiques (FEMISE), celebrating two decades of
research, policy dialogue, and Euro-Mediterranean cooperation. Held in
Barcelona—a symbolic hub of regional partnership—the conference
brought together policymakers, researchers, institutional partners, and
civil society representatives from both shores of the Mediterranean to
reflect on FEMISE's achievements and future direction.

Beyond commemoration, the anniversary served as a moment of
strategic reflection, coinciding with the 30th anniversary of the
Barcelona Process and underscoring FEMISE's long-standing role within
the Euro-Mediterranean cooperation framework. Over the past 20 years,
FEMISE has established itself as a key platform linking academic
research to policy action, providing evidence-based insights on
economic development, regional integration, climate change,
innovation, gender equality, and social inclusion.

The discussions took place against a challenging regional and global
context marked by geopolitical tensions, economic disparities, climate
risks, and growing uncertainty, while also highlighting renewed
opportunities through initiatives such as the EU's New Pact for the
Mediterranean. In this setting, the conference reaffirmed FEMISE's
relevance as a trusted knowledge hub and space for dialogue.

Looking forward, the event marked the opening of a new chapter for
FEMISE, with the launch of a strategic partnership with the European
Institute of the Mediterranean (IEMed), the presentation of a renewed
research agenda, and the unveiling of a new visual and digital identity
aimed at strengthening the network's impact, visibility, and
sustainability in the years to come.
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WELCOME & OPENING
ADDRESS

H.E. Amb. Senén Florensa (Executive President, IEMed)

H.E. Amb. Senén Florensa opened the conference by welcoming participants to
Barcelona and to the Chamber of Commerce, a venue symbolically linked to the
Mediterranean’s long history of exchange and cooperation. Marking FEMISE's
20th anniversary alongside the 30th anniversary of the Barcelona Process, he
emphasized the importance of reflecting on past achievements while preparing
for the challenges ahead in a rapidly changing Euro-Mediterranean context.

He highlighted FEMISE’'s strong contribution over two decades in advancing
economic research and policy dialogue on key regional issues, and recalled the
central role of the Barcelona Process in providing the institutional framework
that enabled networks such as FEMISE and IEMed to flourish. Acknowledging
the current geopolitical, economic, and environmental challenges facing the
region, Mr. Florensa stressed the growing importance of regional cooperation
and integration as a response to increasing global fragmentation. He pointed to
recent European initiatives—including the New Pact for the Mediterranean—as a
renewed opportunity for collective action, underlining FEMISE's role, in
partnership with |IEMed, in supporting this new phase through research,
dialogue, and policy-oriented analysis. He concluded by announcing a new
chapter of cooperation between FEMISE and IEMed, reaffirming their shared
commitment to a more integrated and resilient Euro-Mediterranean region.
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Dr. Heba Handoussa (Acting President of FEMISE)

In her address, Dr. Heba Handoussa welcomed participants to the celebration of
FEMISE's 20th anniversary, expressing her appreciation for joining the event
online and reflecting on her long-standing involvement with the network since
its inception. She recalled the founding vision of FEMISE, shaped through
collaboration between the Economic Research Forum (ERF) in Cairo and the
Institut de la Meéditerranée in Marseille, and supported by the European
Commission, with the aim of advancing the objectives of the Barcelona Process
through rigorous research and policy dialogue.

Reflecting on FEMISE's evolution, Dr. Handoussa highlighted the network’s
growth in terms of quality, credibility, and policy relevance, as well as its ability
to adapt to an increasingly complex regional environment. She described the
20th anniversary as a turning point and an opportunity to strengthen FEMISE's
sustainability, outreach, and role as a dynamic Euro-Mediterranean think tank.
On behalf of ERF, the FEMISE Board, and the General Assembly, she formally
announced the new partnership with the European Institute of the
Mediterranean, reaffirming the importance of renewed North-South cooperation
in shaping FEMISE’'s next phase. She concluded by thanking FEMISE members
and partners and calling for continued collective engagement in support of a
more prosperous, inclusive, and sustainable Euro-Mediterranean region.
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20 YEARS OF FEMISE:
CELEBRATING IMPACT, INSPIRING
TOMORROW

Dr. Maryse Louis - General Manager, FEMISE

In her intervention, Dr. Maryse Louis welcomed participants to the celebration
of FEMISE’s 20th anniversary and highlighted the network’s unique role over
more than two decades as a Euro-Mediterranean platform connecting research,
policy, and practice. She recalled the origins of FEMISE in 1997 through the
partnership between the Economic Research Forum (ERF) and the Institut de la
Méditerranée, supported by the European Commission, and emphasized how
the network has since grown into a community of more than 100 institutes
across 37 countries.

Dr. Louis underscored FEMISE’s core strength in connecting people and ideas—
bringing together researchers, policymakers, practitioners, civil society, and
youth around a shared vision of a more inclusive and sustainable
Mediterranean. She highlighted FEMISE's consistent contribution to evidence-
based analysis and policy-relevant research, noting the network’s ability to
remain agile and resilient in the face of major regional and global challenges,
including economic crises, political instability, the COVID-19 pandemic, and
climate impacts.
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Paying tribute to those who shaped FEMISE's identity, she honored the memory
of Professor Jean-Louis Reiffers, co-founder and former President of the
Scientific Committee, and Dr. Frédéric Blanc, former General Manager,
acknowledging their lasting intellectual and institutional contributions. She
also emphasized the collective commitment of FEMISE members and teams,
which has enabled the network to deliver more than 400 research outputs,
organize over 20 annual conferences, engage thousands of researchers, and
reach wide audiences across the Euro-Mediterranean region.

Looking ahead, Dr. Louis stressed that the anniversary marks not only a
moment of reflection, but also a renewed commitment to adapt and evolve. She
outlined FEMISE's strategic repositioning around emerging priorities such as
the digital and green transitions, artificial intelligence, innovative
entrepreneurship, and youth engagement, while continuing to address long-
standing challenges related to employment, inequalities, and regional
integration. She highlighted the network’s growing multidisciplinarity and its
efforts to strengthen impact through innovative communication and
stakeholder engagement. Dr. Louis concluded by welcoming the European
Institute of the Mediterranean (IEMed) as FEMISE’'s Northern partner, alongside
ERF as the Southern partner, describing this renewed partnership as a key pillar
for the network’s next phase. She reaffirmed FEMISE's ambition to remain a
dynamic, relevant, and impactful Euro-Mediterranean think tank, capable of
connecting people, knowledge, and policy in support of a more prosperous,
inclusive, and integrated region.
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HIGH-LEVEL INSTITUTIONAL PERSPECTIVES

H.E.Amb. Nasser Kamel (Secretary General, Union
for the Mediterranean)

In his address, H.E.Amb. Nasser Kamel expressed his appreciation for
participating in the celebration of FEMISE's 20th anniversary, describing the
occasion as a moment of both recognition and optimism for the future of Euro-
Mediterranean cooperation. He paid tribute to FEMISE's enduring legacy,
highlighting its unique role as a cornerstone of dialogue and cooperation in the
region and commending its ability to bridge academia and policymaking by
translating evidence into action.

H.E.Amb. Kamel underlined FEMISE’s distinctive contribution to shaping policy
debates on inclusive growth, climate resilience, education, innovation, and
economic diversification. He emphasized the importance of FEMISE's research
outputs and annual reports as reference tools for policymakers, researchers,
and development practitioners, noting their role in nurturing a new generation
of Mediterranean thinkers and fostering a shared Euro-Mediterranean narrative
grounded in cooperation, inclusivity, and collective ownership of the region’s

future.
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Reflecting on the broader regional context, he recalled the 30th anniversary of
the Barcelona Process, emphasizing its foundational role in giving rise to
institutions and networks such as FEMISE and the Union for the Mediterranean.
He highlighted the ongoing strategic reform of the UfM, marked by the
adoption of a new Vision Statement—“Reconnecting the Mediterranean Back to
the Core — Forward with Ambition"—which seeks to position the UfM as an
agile, inclusive, and action-oriented platform.

H.E.Amb. Kamel outlined the three core dimensions of connectivity
underpinning this renewed vision: connecting people through education, skills,
mobility, and social inclusion; connecting countries through sustained political
dialogue and cooperation on shared challenges such as climate, energy, water,
and security; and connecting economies through trade, investment, and
infrastructure to promote sustainable and inclusive growth. He stressed that
these pillars are essential to building a competitive, resilient, and integrated
Mediterranean region.

Concluding his remarks, H.E.Amb. Kamel emphasized the importance of
strengthening institutional partnerships and complementarities across the
Euro-Mediterranean ecosystem, including alignment with the European Union’s
New Pact for the Mediterranean. He reaffirmed that no single institution can
drive regional transformation alone and that progress depends on trust,
cooperation, and the collective mobilization of knowledge. He closed by
underscoring that cooperation remains the Mediterranean’s most enduring
asset, capable of turning diversity into a source of creativity, innovation, and
shared prosperity.

‘!JI-.
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Mr. Stefano Sannino (Director-General, DG Middle East, North Africa
and the Gulf, European Commission)

In his intervention, Mr. Stefano Sannino welcomed the opportunity to
participate in FEMISE’'s 20th anniversary, emphasizing the network’s long-
standing contribution to inclusive dialogue and evidence-based policymaking—
an approach closely aligned with the European Union’s renewed engagement
in the Mediterranean. He noted that the creation of a new EU portfolio for the
Mediterranean, including the appointment of a dedicated Commissioner and
the establishment of a new Directorate-General, marks a significant
institutional innovation aimed at strengthening Euro-Mediterranean
cooperation.

Mr. Sannino explained that the development of the New Pact for the
Mediterranean builds on past initiatives, including the Barcelona Process and
the Agenda for the Mediterranean, while seeking to add value through a
renewed methodology. He highlighted the dual focus of the Pact: a bilateral
dimension, implemented through flexible Strategic Partnerships with Southern
Mediterranean countries, and a regional dimension, centered on redefining the
Mediterranean as a shared space rather than a set of separate blocs.
Integration, he stressed, remains the overarching objective, pursued through a
pragmatic, bottom-up approach designed to generate transformative impact.
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He outlined three guiding principles that shaped the Pact’'s design: broad and
inclusive consultation with governments and societal actors; co-ownership and
co-design with Mediterranean partners; and flexibility, allowing progress
without requiring uniform participation at every stage. These principles
underpin a framework structured around three pillars—People, Economy, and
Security, Resilience, and Migration—covering areas such as education, skills,
mobility, trade, investment, innovation, renewable energy, and sustainable
growth.

Mr. Sannino emphasized that the Pact is action-oriented, comprising 17 flagship
initiatives and more than 100 concrete actions, most of which are already under
preparation to enable rapid implementation. He underlined the importance of
strong governance mechanisms at both EU and regional levels to ensure
delivery and avoid producing an additional strategy without impact. The Pact is
expected to be formally launched in Barcelona in November 2025, on the
occasion of the 30th anniversary of the Barcelona Process, with a first Action
Plan to follow in 2026.

Concluding his remarks, Mr. Sannino stressed that the success of the New Pact
for the Mediterranean will ultimately be measured by implementation and
tangible results. He expressed cautious optimism that a pragmatic, policy-
focused approach, grounded in cooperation and shared responsibility, can help
deliver meaningful progress for the Mediterranean region.
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H.E. Mr. Jaume Duch (Minister of Foreign Action and European Union
Affairs, Government of Catalonia)

In his remarks, H.E. Mr. Jaume Duch congratulated FEMISE on its 20th
anniversary and praised the network’s contribution to building a strong Euro-
Mediterranean academic and policy community. He highlighted FEMISE's role
as a reference for analytical excellence, applied research, and policy-oriented
knowledge, underlining its importance in supporting informed decision-making
in an increasingly complex regional context.

Speaking from a regional perspective, H.E. Mr. Duch emphasized the value of
collective intelligence and evidence-based policymaking at a time marked by
uncertainty, polarization, and disinformation. He stressed that cooperation
between governments and research networks such as FEMISE is essential to
better understand regional dynamics and respond effectively to shared
challenges. He also underlined Barcelona’s and Catalonia’s central role in the
Euro-Mediterranean ecosystem, hosting key institutions and serving as a hub
for dialogue, innovation, and integration.

H.E. Mr. Duch addressed the broader geopolitical context, noting that ongoing
conflicts—particularly in the Middle East—underscore the urgent need for
peace, dialogue, and regional cooperation. Recalling the legacy of the
Barcelona Process, he emphasized that a just and lasting peace is a prerequisite
for meaningful progress in the Mediterranean region.




He welcomed the European Union’'s renewed focus on the Mediterranean,
notably through the creation of a dedicated portfolio and the development of
the New Pact for the Mediterranean, to which the Catalan Government has
actively contributed.

He highlighted the importance of multilevel governance, arguing that regions
and cities must play a stronger role in shaping priorities, implementing
projects, and evaluating impact to ensure legitimacy, inclusiveness, and
effectiveness. In this regard, he called for adequate investment, stronger
financial instruments, and enhanced public-private partnerships to translate
political ambition into tangible results. He also advocated for a well-funded EU
budget that supports cohesion and cooperation alongside emerging priorities.

Concluding his intervention, H.E. Mr. Duch reaffirmed Catalonia’s commitment
to being an active and constructive actor in Euro-Mediterranean cooperation.
He emphasized that the success of the New Pact for the Mediterranean will
depend on coordinated action among European, national, regional, and local
actors, as well as the scientific community and civil society. He closed by calling
for pragmatic, results-oriented cooperation to build a more cohesive,
sustainable, and inclusive Mediterranean future.




Patrick Plane

THEMATIC REFLECTIONS - RESEARCH, POLICY & IMPACT

Dr. Patrick Plane, Emeritus Research Director in Economics,
CERDI-CNRS-FERDI

In his intervention, Dr. Patrick Plane reflected on multidisciplinarity as a
defining thread running through FEMISE's work over the past two decades. He
emphasized that multidisciplinarity is not a new concept, recalling how
economic behavior has long been understood as embedded within broader
social, institutional, and psychological contexts. Drawing on examples from
sociology, philosophy, and behavioral economics, he argued that purely
economic models are insufficient to explain real-world outcomes or to design
effective public policies.

Dr. Plane highlighted how, since the 1990s, the limitations of narrowly market-
based approaches to economic policy have become increasingly evident. He
stressed the need to integrate insights from political science, sociology,
psychology, and governance to address complex development challenges. This
shift, he noted, has influenced international frameworks such as the World
Bank's Comprehensive Development Framework and aligns closely with
FEMISE's research trajectory.
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He explained how FEMISE has operationalized multidisciplinarity by
incorporating non-economic Vvariables into economic analysis and by
addressing themes such as inclusive growth, migration, gender equality,
regional integration, governance, climate change, and energy transitions. While
acknowledging the conceptual and methodological difficulties of
multidisciplinary work, he underlined its necessity for understanding
vulnerabilities, competitiveness, territorial dynamics, and long-term
development pathways in the Euro-Mediterranean region.

Turning to the question of impact, Dr. Plane offered a critical reflection on the
gap between high-quality academic research and its uptake in public decision-
making. Drawing on examples from international institutions, he pointed to
political economy constraints, data governance challenges, and Ilimited
transparency as key obstacles to evidence-based policymaking. He emphasized
that FEMISE's limited policy impact should not be seen as a reflection of
research quality, but rather as a consequence of structural and institutional
barriers.

He concluded by stressing that transparency remains essential for meaningful
policy impact and that multidisciplinary research—supported by new tools,
including artificial intelligence—must continue to evolve while remaining
attentive to political realities. In this context, FEMISE's commitment to rigorous,
multidisciplinary research remains both relevant and necessary for the region’s
future.
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Dr. Raed Safadi, Partner & Chief Economist, Whiteshield

In his address, Dr. Raed El Safadi reflected on FEMISE’s evolution over the past
two decades, drawing on his long-standing involvement with the network since
its earliest days. He recalled FEMISE's founding conviction that research should
not remain academic, but should actively shape policy and improve people’s
lives—particularly for youth and future generations across the Mediterranean.

Dr. El Safadi emphasized FEMISE's distinctive contribution in bridging insight
and impact. He highlighted how the network has addressed issues such as
trade and regional integration, youth skills and entrepreneurship, climate
resilience, supply chain vulnerability, water and energy transitions, and green
competitiveness—often bringing evidence and dialogue to policy areas
considered politically sensitive. He argued that FEMISE’'s strength lies in
transforming rigorous analysis into practical policy relevance, making it more
than a research network and positioning it as a movement for regional reform.
Looking ahead, Dr. El Safadi identified a central challenge for the Euro-
Mediterranean region: not a lack of ideas, but a lack of mechanisms to translate
evidence into lasting practice. He stressed that the next phase must focus on
turning insights into institutions capable of enduring beyond political cycles
and short-term projects.




To this end, he outlined four strategic shifts for FEMISE’s future work:

* From projects to platforms, proposing the creation of a Euro-Mediterranean
Resilience Lab to support supply chain analysis, resilience strategies, and
alignment with EU green and digital standards;

e From analysis to standards, advocating for shared Euro-Mediterranean
metrics and scoreboards to support accountability and policy learning;

* From pilots to procurement, highlighting public procurement as a powerful
lever to scale innovation, youth engagement, and cross-Mediterranean
cooperation;

e From events to exchanges, proposing structured mobility and fellowship
programs to embed young researchers and policy professionals within
public institutions.

Dr. El Safadi concluded by stressing that cooperation must be institutionalized
to be effective and sustainable. He reaffirmed FEMISE's core mission: to uphold
data integrity, translate evidence into workable policy, and empower younger
generations to shape outcomes. The next chapter, he argued, should
demonstrate not only that ideas matter, but that institutions built on evidence
can endure and drive long-term transformation across the Euro-Mediterranean
region.




VOICES FROM THE NETWORK: REFLECTIONS
FROM THE FLOOR

"l would like to expand our gratitude beyond the founding ! !

members and thank FEMISE for creating a space that truly
brings both shores of the Mediterranean together.
The Royal Scientific Society has been part of this journey for
more than twenty years, contributing through policy papers,
projects, and proposals. FEMISE is not only a network—it is an
environment that enables dialogue, raises our voices, and helps
transform regional challenges into real opportunities.”

Majd Al Naber (Royal Scientific Society, Jordan)

’ ,“When we speak about FEMISE's publications, we should look
beyond the number itself. The impact of this work goes much

further. The collaborations across the network feed directly
into our teaching, our research, and our engagement with
students and postgraduate scholars. FEMISE’s work is
reflected in our classrooms and educational systems, shaping
researchers and spreading knowledge in ways that cannot be
captured by publication counts alone.”

Dr. Doaa Salman (October University for Modern Sciences and Arts (MSA), Egypt)

“Watching the film brought back many memories of my
first research project with FEMISE around the year 2000—
also the first research grant | ever received. That work later
led me to become an advisor to the Minister of Trade, even

though | had openly opposed government policies at times.

This reflects FEMISE's real impact: research can influence

policy, even under unexpected circumstances. For me,

FEMISE has never been just a network—it has been a
journey that grew steadily, expanding across researchers,
policymakers, and countries, and finding better ways to
reach decision-makers through policy briefs and dialogue.”




“Joining FEMISE in 2010 was a turning point in my career.
It felt like finding exactly what | had been searching for—a
space dedicated to international economics and Euro-
Mediterranean issues, with a rare combination of
academic rigor and policy relevance. The people | met
through FEMISE shaped my professional path through
collaborations, joint publications, teaching exchanges,
methodological innovation, and access to data that was
otherwise difficult to obtain. What made FEMISE unique
was that it was not only academic—it was a place where
policymakers and institutional stakeholders were present
and actively engaged. This legacy carries a responsibility:
to protect what we have built while embracing new topics,
new perspectives, and new ambitions.”

Dr. Anna Ferragina (University of Salerno, Italy)

“As a newer member of FEMISE, this conference has been a
real learning experience for me. | was particularly inspired by
the emphasis on interdisciplinary work and the open
discussion of challenges such as data limitations. What | see
here is a strong community with enormous potential for
future collaboration and impact, and | am very glad for my
institution to be part of this network.”

Dr. Tun¢ Durmaz (Yildiz Technical University, Tuarkiye)




LOOKING AHEAD:

A STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP
FOR A SUSTAINABLE &
INCLUSIVE EU-MED REGION

H.E. Amb. Senén Florensa
(Executive President, IEMed)

In this intervention, H.E.Amb. Senén
Florensa reflected briefly on FEMISE’s long
trajectory and reaffirmed IEMed’s
commitment to supporting the network as
it enters a new phase. Recalling earlier
years of collaboration and the shared
history of FEMISE conferences, he
welcomed participants to Barcelona and
emphasized the symbolic importance of
celebrating the 20th anniversary while
looking decisively toward the future.

H.E.Amb. Florensa highlighted the recent
intensification of cooperation between
FEMISE and IEMed, noting that beyond co-
organizing annual conferences in Cairo
and Barcelona, the partnership will now
extend more structurally to the co-
development of research working plans,
conference programming, and joint
activities. He stressed that IEMed aims to
move from being a long-standing member
of the network to playing a more active,
embedded role in supporting FEMISE's
research and convening efforts.

H.E.Amb. Florensa noted that the current
context of instability and fragmentation
makes FEMISE’'s role more essential than
ever in sustaining dialogue and long-term
Euro-Mediterranean cooperation. He also
stressed the importance of engaging the
private sector and reaffirmed IEMed’s
commitment to strengthening its
partnership with FEMISE in the years
ahead.




INSTITUTIONAL
CONSOLIDATION AND
GOVERNANCE

Dr. Maryse Louis highlighted that the new
partnership between FEMISE and IEMed is
the result of a strong, democratic process
within the network. She recalled that during
the  Extraordinary General Assembly,
FEMISE members overwhelmingly endorsed
the partnership through amendments to
the network's incorporation status, with a
high participation rate and unanimous
approval. This collective decision, she noted,
reflects the network’s shared commitment
to deepening cooperation across the
Mediterranean. She emphasized that the
partnership  will strengthen FEMISE’s
activities through joint annual conferences,
collaborative research, and new initiatives,
marking a new era defined by renewed
governance, expanded research teams, and
a refreshed institutional identity.




A FOUNDING MEMBER'S
PERSPECTIVE

Executive Presideny, Chatman of Fewyse ANyse Louis -
1EMed Gmamr\ce&mmiuee; Ceneral Manage, Roger Albinyana
= EMed  PrOoramSApoy
Officer, FEMse

Dr. Samir Makdisi reflected on his long-
standing involvement with FEMISE since its
inception, underscoring the network’s
sustained role in fostering collaboration
among economic research institutes from
both shores of the Mediterranean. He
highlighted FEMISE's growth from just over
50 member institutions in 2005 to more
than 100 members in 2025, noting its
success in promoting dialogue on economic

and social policies. He praised the work of BT IR ! g
FEMISE's Governance Committee in (\T .
consolidating the network’s institutional

positioning while preserving its core
mission and values, and welcomed the
partnership with IEMed as a promising
avenue to further strengthen regional
cooperation, stability, and long-term
development.




THE FEMISE NETWORK, RESEARCH, AND
DIALOGUE

Passainte Atef, Program & Policy Officer, FEMISE

Passainte presented an overview of FEMISE’s structure,
research output, and impact. She highlighted the
network’s nearly 100 member institutions across 37
countries, representing over 5,000 researchers from
diverse disciplines including economics, political
science, geography, and artificial intelligence. She
outlined FEMISE's research achievements—hundreds
of papers, reports, and policy briefs—and emphasized
the rigorous peer-review processes underpinning their
academic and policy relevance.

She also introduced FEMISE's renewed research
agenda, structured around four key thematic pillars:
Euro-Mediterranean integration, private sector
development and digitalisation, environmental
sustainability and climate resilience, and inclusive
human development. She concluded by underlining
FEMISE's strong role as a platform for dialogue
through annual conferences, seminars, and capacity-
building activities for young researchers.

LAUNCHING A NEW VISUAL AND
DIGITAL CHAPTER

Menna introduced FEMISE's new brand and visual
identity as a symbol of the network’s evolution and |

future orientation. She explained how the new logo 1
reflects connectivity, dialogue, and the Mediterranean
identity at the heart of FEMISE’'s mission. She presented
the broader communication ecosystem supporting this
transformation, including a revamped website currently

under development and expected to launch in early ,.a |
2026. Notably, she highlighted the eco-designed nature '-.__,'L;'

of the new website, supported by a grant from La —

Région PACA under the Cédre program, ensuring low

environmental impact and alignment with FEMISE’s " S

sustainability commitments. She concluded by & 1 |
emphasizing the importance of collective engagement -
in amplifying FEMISE's visibility and thanked colleagues - “
and partners for their trust and contributions to this

milestone project.
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RESEARCH SPOTLIGHT

REFRAMING MEDITERRANEAN CONVERGENCE AND
CO-DEVELOPMENT

Salvatore Capasso, Director, Consiglio Nazionale delle
Ricerche (CNR), Italy

Presenting: Mediterranean Economies 2024: Between Global Challenges
and Development Strategies

Core insight:

Drawing on a recent interdisciplinary report by the Italian National Research
Council, Dr. Salvatore Capasso examined long-term economic and demographic
trends in the Mediterranean, highlighting persistent fragmentation despite
three decades of Euro-Mediterranean cooperation.

Key findings:

e Economic divergence between the EU and the United States has widened
significantly since the 1990s, weakening Europe’'s capacity to act as a
convergence engine for the Mediterranean.

e Mediterranean countries have not converged economically toward the EU
average; Turkey is the main exception.

e Demographic asymmetries are stark: ageing populations in Southern Europe
contrast sharply with youthful populations in Southern and Eastern
Mediterranean countries.

e Fragmentation remains a defining feature of the region, reinforced by
geopolitical instability and structural fragilities.

e Climate change and the green and digital transitions represent not only risks,
but also potential catalysts for new growth models.




Policy implications:

Shift from a donor-recipient approach toward genuine co-development,
based on shared challenges and mutual growth needs.

Use the green and digital transitions as strategic levers for convergence,
innovation, and investment across both shores.

Integrate demographic realities into economic planning, treating youth in
the Southern Mediterranean as a strategic asset.

Design Mediterranean policies jointly, recognizing that Europe itself faces
stagnation and must also rethink its development model.

Salvatore
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SMARTER INTEGRATION INTO GLOBAL VALUE CHAINS

Insaf Guedidi, Université de Tunis, (ESSECT), Tunisia

Presenting: Global Value Chain Participation and Economic Growth in
MENA: Examining Nonlinearities

Core insight:

Dr. Insaf Geuidi examined how participation in global value chains (GVCs) affects
growth in the MENA region, emphasizing that how countries participate matters
more than how much they trade.

Key findings:

 MENA countries participate mainly through forward linkages, supplying
intermediate goods re-exported by partners.

e Forward participation can enhance growth once a critical threshold is
reached, particularly in agriculture, textiles, and transport.

e Backward participation (reliance on imported intermediates) often produces
weak or negative growth effects due to limited domestic upgrading.

e Sectoral outcomes vary significantly; in some sectors, deeper integration can
reduce domestic value added.

20




Policy implications:

e Prioritize forward GVC participation that increases domestic value creation.

* Strengthen domestic capabilities so imported inputs are transformed into
higher-value outputs.

* Align trade and industrial policy with sectors where upgrading potential is
strongest.

e Support clusters, cooperation, and knowledge exchange to improve
productivity and innovation.

e Promote smart integration, not simply deeper trade liberalization.

INNOVATION SYSTEMS AND THE MISSING LINKS IN GVCS

Abdullah Altun, Associate Professor, Gebze Technical University, Turkey

Presenting: Revisiting the GVCs and Innovation Systems Nexus through
Missing GVC Links

Core insight:

Dr. Abdullah Altun revisited the relationship between global value chains and
national innovation systems, introducing the concept of “missing GVC links"—
economic activity not captured by trade data alone.

Key findings:

* A significant share of GVC activity occurs through the domestic operations of
multinational enterprises, which are often excluded from traditional GVC
measurements.

 National innovation systems alone do not automatically lead to upgrading
within GVCs.

e The most robust driver of upgrading is domestic interaction between
foreign-invested firms and local producers.

* Innovation systems remain underutilized as upgrading tools in both
developing and advanced economies.
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Policy implications

e Redefine GVC measurement to include domestic production by
multinational enterprises.

* Design policies that strengthen linkages between foreign investors and local
firms.

* Move beyond R&D spending alone toward platforms enabling collaboration,
spillovers, and knowledge transfer.

 Use innovation systems as facilitators of interaction, not standalone policy
instruments.

THE BELT AND ROAD INITIATIVE AND MEDITERRANEAN
TRADE POTENTIAL

Anna Ferragina, Associate Professor, Department of Economics &
Statistics, University of Salerno, Italy

Presenting: China’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) and Its Impact on Trade:
Evidence from the MENA and the EU Mediterranean Region

Core insight:
Dr. Anna Ferragina assessed whether China's Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) has
reshaped trade potential in the Mediterranean, using a gravity-based approach.

Key findings:

» Despite major infrastructure investments, the BRI has not yet produced a
structural shift in Mediterranean trade patterns.

e Significant untapped trade potential remains in several Mediterranean
economies, particularly smaller and medium-sized countries.

e Some countries exhibit persistent over-reliance on China, driven largely by
energy exports.

e Improvements in logistics have not automatically translated into
diversification or upgrading.
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Policy implications

e Treat BRI-related infrastructure as a means, not an end—trade diversification
requires complementary industrial and innovation policies.

e Use improved connectivity to strengthen South-South Mediterranean trade,
not only China-Mediterranean flows.

e Coordinate BRI engagement with EU initiatives such as the Global Gateway
and the Green Deal.

e Explore EU-Med-China cooperation frameworks focused on sustainability,
fair competition, and resilient supply chains.

SUSTAINABLE TOURISM AND SMART DESTINATION
GOVERNANCE

Andres Artal-Tur, Professor of Economics & Tourism, Technical
University of Cartagena, Spain

Presenting: Making tourism a sustainable industry in the EU-Med region: Policy
recommendations from the Spanish Smart Tourism (Management) Model (DTI)

Core insight:

Dr. Andrés Al-Tur presented the Spanish Smart Tourism Destination (DTIl) model
as a framework for managing tourism growth sustainably while improving
residents’ quality of life.

Key findings:

e Tourism is a strategic sector for the Mediterranean but faces risks of over-
concentration and social tension.

e The DTl model integrates governance, sustainability, innovation, technology,
and accessibility.

e Sustainability performance varies significantly by destination type (coastal,
urban, nature-based).

e Governance, planning, and socio-economic integration lag behind
environmental performance in many destinations.
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Policy implications

e Strengthen local strategic planning supported by measurable sustainability
indicators.

e Promote circular economy models, local employment, and reduced
seasonality.

e Develop tailored policies by destination type rather than uniform
approaches.

* Invest in skills, education, and applied research for local tourism
management.

e Position the DTl model as a benchmark for EU-Mediterranean convergence
in sustainable tourism.

WOMEN’S ENTREPRENEURIAL INTENTIONS IN EGYPT:
RETHINKING POLICY ASSUMPTIONS

Doaa Salman, Professor and Vice Dean, October University for Modern
Sciences and Arts (MSA), Egypt

Presenting: Exploring the Drivers of Women's Entrepreneurship in Egypt:
Digitalization, Education, and Adaptability

Core insight:
Dr. Doaa Salman challenged dominant global narratives on women’'s
entrepreneurship by examining informal-sector women entrepreneurs in Egypt.

Key findings:
e Digitalisation does not directly drive women’'s entrepreneurial intentions.
* Financial constraints do not significantly deter women from wanting to start
businesses.
 Awareness of gender inequality can increase entrepreneurial motivation.
e Education and adaptability are the strongest mediating factors shaping
entrepreneurial intention.
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Policy implications

Move beyond finance-centric and tech-centric support models.

Integrate education, skills development, and adaptability training into
entrepreneurship programmes.

Recognise intrinsic motivation and resilience as policy assets.

Design context-specific interventions reflecting informal-sector realities.
Channel motivation driven by inequality into structured pathways for
growth and opportunity.
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WRAP UP & WAY
FORWARD

In her closing remarks, Maryse Louis thanked all FEMISE members and
participants for their engagement and for joining the 20th anniversary
celebration. She underlined that this milestone marks not only a moment of
reflection, but also the beginning of a new phase for FEMISE, with ambitious
plans ahead supported by the collective strength of the network.

She expressed her appreciation to IEMed and reaffirmed her enthusiasm for the
newly established partnership, announcing continued collaboration and future
joint events. Maryse also thanked Ambassador Senén Florensa, the IEMed team,
and all those involved in the organization of the event for their support and
hospitality, before handing the floor to Arnau Gallard.

Arnau Gallard highlighted the strong connection between Euro-Mediterranean
cooperation and knowledge, two central themes that emerged throughout the
day’s discussions. He emphasized the symbolic value of the historic venue as a
longstanding place of trade and knowledge exchange between Mediterranean
societies. He concluded by sharing practical information about the evening
programme and the next day's schedule, thanking participants and formally
closing the session.
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