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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Dr. Tuomo Melasuo is Professor Emeritus of Peace and Conflict Research as well as former Director of TAPRI, Tampere Peace Research Institute, University of Tampere, and Docent in Political History, University of Turku, Finland. He has studied contemporary political history, political science and international relations in Finland and in France. 

Professor Melasuo is specialized on North Africa and the Mediterranean world, especially Algerian political, cultural and social history since the beginning of the colonialism. He has also worked on other Maghrebin countries as well as on political culture in Muslim societies.

During last almost three decades, since creating the TAPRI Mediterranean Studies Project, Tuomo Melasuo has been active in Euro-Mediterranean relations. He is or has been member of many scientific, cultural and civil society bodies such as the Advisory Council of Anna Lind Foundation, Academic Advisory Council in the Center for Mediterranean Dialogues of the New York University, steering committees of Femise, IASKS and of Sihmed. He is member of EuroMeSCo and Organización Carta Méditerranea. On more global level Professor Melasuo has served as the Vice-President of the MOST (Management of Social Transformation, Unesco) representing Western Europe and North America as well as representative of Finland in Unesco’s Euro-Arab Task Force for Dialogue.

Tuomo Melasuo has published several books and many articles both in international and Finnish publications.
Today, besides guiding his doctoral students, professor Melasuo continues his scientific activities in peace and conflict research on Euro-Mediterranean relations by concentrating on socio-economic evolutions in international political and cultural relations both in regional and global context.
Research interests:
Political history, colonialism, decolonization, conflicts

Relations between cultures

Development studies

Third world

Political Islam

Algeria, North and West Africa, Mediterranean, Middle East, Europe

Euro-Mediterranean relations and cooperation

National movements, liberation movements

Social movements, social conflicts, social development

Academic awards and positions of trust:
‘Insaniyat - Revue algérienne d’anthropologie et sciences sociales’, member of International committee, CRASC, Oran

‘Maghreb-Machrek, Revue trimestrielle’, Conseil consultatif international, Editions ESKA, Paris

‘Association Franco-Finlandaise pour la Recherche Scientifique et Technique’ AFFRST, Board member, Helsinki

‘Forum Euroméditerranéen des Instituts de Sciences Economiques’ – 

FEMISE, member in the Board of Directors, Cairo & Marseille

‘Société Internationale des Historiens de la Méditerranée’, SIHMED, Founding member and member of Steering Committee, Heidelberg

‘Anna Lindh Euro-Mediterranean Foundation for the Dialogue between Cultures’, member of Advisory Council 2004-2013, Head of Finnish ALF Network 2005-2014. 

‘Global Expert Analysis on Demand’, United Nations Alliance of Civilizations, New York

‘Management of Social Transformation’ MOST –program at UNESCO, Finnish member Vice-President of the representing Western Europe and North Africa, 1994-2012, Paris

‘Center for Mediterranean Dialogues’ of the New York University, member of Academic Advisory Council

‘Hommage à Tuomo Melasuo’, Fondation Ahmed Tlili, Tunis, 29 October 2015.
‘Membre fondateur du Prix Lysistrata’, Institut de Médiation Guillaume-Hofnung, IMGH, Université de Paris-Sud, Paris, 2017.

Recent publications:
"Preface", in "Civil society and democracy in the age of social media", Rabat - Marrakech, 2017.

“Westermarck et le Maroc”, in “Jbala : peuplement, langue et ruralité”, edited by Mohamed Mezzine and Jacques Vignet-Zunz, CERIJ, Rabat (forthcoming)

"Conspiration future Nord - Nord", in “Confluences Méditerranée”, Paris, 2017 (forthcoming).
Hassan Beheshtipour and Tuomo Melasuo, "Iran's Political Culture, Internal Development, and International Environment after the End of Sanctions", in “Geopolitica - La Rivista”, Vol. V. No. 2 July-December 2016, Rome, January 2017.

"Well-being of Human Kind", in "Big Questions of Our Time" by Strategic Foresight Group, Bombay, 1 February 2016.

"The Finns, Finland and the Baltic Sea" ("Finowie, Finlandia i Morse Baltyckie"), in ‘Balticum Horizons', Herito - heritage, culture & the present, quarterly ( Dziedzictwo, kultura, wspólezesnosc), Wydawnictwo MCK | The ICC Publishing house, Miedzynarodowe Centrum Kultury| International Cultural Centre, Krakow, November 2015.

Recent Participation and Organization of Conferences:
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1"Mobilité en Méditerranée" colloquium, Institut d’Etudes Politiques d’Aix, AFFRST and TAPRI Mediterranean Studies Project, Aix-en-Provence, 12-13 May 2016 

"Social and Human Sciences in North Africa", TAPRI Mediterranean Studies Project, Finnish ALF National Network, FIME, Afous-Afous, University of Tampere, Tampere, 6.11.2015

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
"The Amazigh Dimension (Berber) in North-African Political and Cultural Life", opening lecture, TAPRI Mediterranean Studies Project, Finnish ALF National Network, FIME, Afous-Afous, University of Helsinki, Helsinki, 5.11.2015

‘Les grands changements dans le monde méditerranéen et le regard nordique’, en "La Situation géopolitique dans la région et ses impacts sur les relations Euro-méditerranéennes", Fondation Ahmed Tlili, Tunis, 29-31 October 2015

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1"Handling Conflicts: Finnish–Irish Colloquium on Crisis Management", colloquium, Ministry of Defense, Embassy of Ireland and TAPRI, University of Tampere, 6.5.2014

“Finnish-Irish Exposition on Peace Keeping”, in TAPRI, University of Tampere, 7-17 May 2014, Ministry of Defense, Embassy of Ireland and TAPRI, University of Tampere 

Research projects:

TAPRI Mediterranean Studies Project

For the last almost three decades TAPRI has put emphasis on the analysis of the specificity and importance of the Mediterranean area. Priority is given to Euro-Mediterranean relations and to international security issues. However, the ‘longue durée’ developments, the evolution of different cultural spheres, and socio-economic development around the Mediterranean and in the Middle East are also taken into consideration. Keeping this diversity in mind the TAPRI Mediterranean Studies Project investigates the possibilities of creating a basis for strengthening mutual and reciprocal confidence. Participation in different Euro-Mediterranean networks is an important part of project's international activities.

TAPRI is aiming to reach these goals through scientific research, the training of the young scholars, and the organization of different scientific and civil society event.

Areas of work and objectives of the project

International and Euromed relations, dialogue between cultures, socio-economic evolution in the Mediterranean and in the Middle East.

Better knowledge and understanding of main features in the area. TAPRI is one of the leading research centers in this area in the North of Europe, with important impact on different official and NGO actors.
Regional Challenges to Multilateralism
This international research project, 2017-2019, is financed by the Kone Foundation and directed by Dr. Elise Féron, TAPRI, Tampere Peace Research Institute, and School of Management, both in the University of Tampere.

This research project elucidates the challenge of regional blocs to multilateralism in the context of increasingly multipolar international order. One of our particular focuses is the institutional analysis of Regional Financial Institutions with respect to multilateral institutions. At the background of this project is thus the crisis within multilateral institutions and its reproduction to regional institutions. 

Indeed, leaders of G20 Summit produce joint communiques about cooperation and coordination with modest results. Much more has been accomplished on the regional level between like-minded groups. However, unlike cooperative regionalism of the 20th century, 21st century regionalism is characterized by increasing plurality and intensifying antagonism. 

European integration is an example of the former dynamics between regionalism and multilateralism. As European integration grew deeper and broader the Union became itself an active agent at the multilateral institutions. Together with other international players the EU promoted deepening and broadening of economic integration at the multilateral institutions. In 21st century the rise of Asia in general and China in particular have changed this basic setting. Plurality of power and world views has replaced US and European hegemony. 

The crisis of trade multilateralism resonates with the situations at multilateral financial institutions. During the entire 21st century they have been the object of an intense critique. Yet, the need for development finance has not ceased to exist. Here too regionalism seems a reaction to shortcoming at the multilateral level.
The project interprets regional and multilateral interactions from a realist perspective. Its basic assumption is that states, strategic interests and competing worldviews remain vital for regional and multilateral cooperation. Consequently, the distinctive feature of post-hegemonic order is the creation and consolidation of plural regionalist projects whose institutional and cultural variety reflect the plurality of multipolar international order. The key theoretical and practical questions that emerge from this perspective are the interplay between this process and multilateralism. This research project approaches this broader problematic through systematic comparison of institutions in regional and multilateral level. 
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